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Essendon Football Club 

ACN 004 286 373 

MINUTES OF 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Meeting Details 

Meeting Date and Time 6.30pm, Tuesday 15 December 2020 

Location Online via Lumi platform  

Directors Present Paul Brasher (President) 

Peter Allen (Vice President & Finance Director) 

David Barham 

Melissa Green  

Simon Madden  

Andrew Muir  

Kate O’Sullivan 

Kevin Sheedy 

Lindsay Tanner  

Sean Wellman  

Other Members Present 

 

See attached list 

Guests Present Julian De Stoop (Master of Ceremonies/Host) 

Josh Mahoney 

Nik Cox 

Apologies None 
 

Minutes 

INTRODUCTION 
Julian De Stoop (JDS) welcomed all those present and advised members how they could vote and 
submit questions utilising the Lumi online platform.  
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QUORUM 
 

The President, Paul Brasher (PB) noted that a quorum was present at the meeting and declared the 
meeting open. 
 
PB introduced the Directors and the Chief Executive Officer, Xavier Campbell (XC) and Company 
Secretary, Michael Abrahams (MA), who were all present. 
 
PB provided thanks to retiring Director (and former President,) Lindsay Tanner, acknowledged his 
contribution to the Club and wished him well. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING AND NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

PB tabled the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting and noted that these had been 
approved by the Board and signed by the chair of that meeting. PB noted that these minutes had 
been approved and completed in accordance with the Corporations Act and had been made 
available on the Club’s website.  

 
PB noted that the Notice of Meeting had been given in accordance with the Club’s Constitution. The 
Notice of Meeting was taken as read. 
 
PB thanked members for their ongoing support in 2020, given the trying season. 
 

DECLARATION OF ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
 
PB noted that nominations for the two available Director positions to be filled by election had been 
received from four members. PB further noted that an election had been conducted independently 
and overseen by the Club’s returning officer.  
 
PB advised that in accordance with the Club’s Constitution, Sean Wellman (SW) and Kevin Sheedy 
(KS) had been duly re-elected to the Board for 3 years.  
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S ADDRESS 
 

XC gave an address in which he: 

• Thanked all the members, Directors and staff for their ongoing support during a very difficult 
year. 

• Acknowledged the difficulties of a year unlike any other where the COVID-19 pandemic had 
a significant impact on the financial wellbeing of the Club. 

• Acknowledged that decisions were made during 2020 with a view to the long-term financial 
wellbeing of the Club. 

• Thanked the approximately 35% of administrative staff who had left the Club as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and thanked all other staff for their sacrifices and contributions 
during the year.  

• Acknowledged that the Club was not happy with the 2020 on field performance. XC spoke to 
the thorough Football Department review that had been completed at the end of the 2020 
playing season. XC noted that as a result of this review, decisions had been made with the 
objective of driving and improving on field performance. 

• Spoke to the determination of Ben Rutten (Senior Coach) and Josh Mahoney (General 
Manager Football) as they took the Club forward into the 2021 season.  

• Provided an update on the Stage 2 expansion of The NEC Hangar at Tullamarine and noted 
that the formal unveiling of the new development would occur during 2021.  
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• Acknowledged and thanked the Club’s members, partners, coterie members and donors. XC 
acknowledged that the Club’s financial result had only been possible thanks to these groups.   

• Reinforced the Club’s deep desire to secure an AFLW licence by 2022. 

• Acknowledged the Club’s 150th anniversary, which would occur in 2022. 
 

RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31 OCTOBER 2020 
 
PB noted that the Annual Report and financial accounts for the year ended 31 October 2020 had 
been made available through the Club’s website and that copies had been sent to members who had 
requested them. 
 
PB noted that the Annual Report and financial accounts were taken as read and received. 

Peter Allen (Vice President & Finance Director) (PA) spoke to the key aspects of the annual financial 
report for the year ended 31 October 2020, noting the impact of COVID-19 on the Club’s financial 
position. 

PA noted the significant cost cutting measures that had been undertaken by the Club during 2020 
and thanked staff for their sacrifices. PA acknowledged that the Club’s financial position would not 
have been possible without the support of members, coterie groups, partners and donors. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 
 

PB moved that Grant Thornton be appointed as the auditor of Essendon Football Club for the 
financial year ending 31 October 2021. 

 
It was resolved that Grant Thornton be appointed as the auditor of Essendon Football Club 

for the financial year ending 31 October 2021. 
 

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS 
 

PB invited comments or questions of the Directors, the Chief Executive Officer and representatives 
of the Club’s auditors. 

 
PB and XC addressed a number of questions that had been submitted by members (either in 
advance of the meeting or during the meeting, through the Lumi online platform), including with 
regard to the following:  

• the development at The NEC Hangar; 

• the level of Federal Government funding received by the Club in relation to the project; 

• membership loyalty programs and the drop in membership numbers compared to the 2019 
season; 

• diversity in the make up of the Board; and 

• the 2021 football program. 
 
FOOTBALL DEPARTMENT  
 

Ben Rutten (Senior Coach) (BR) and Adrian Dodoro (General Manager – List and Recruiting) (AD) 
addressed the meeting in response to questions put by JDS. 
 
BR spoke to the Club’s vision and desire for the 2021 season, noting that player development was a 
primary focus of the Club. 
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AD spoke to the 2020 trade period and draft.  
 
BR and AD addressed a number of questions that had been submitted by members (either in 
advance of the meeting or during the meeting through the Lumi online platform), including with 
regard to the following:  

• development of the Club’s younger players; 

• difficulties in relation to player recruitment in 2020, given the interrupted season; and 

• leadership of the Club’s football department in 2021 and beyond.  
 
JDS introduced the following new members of the Football Department on behalf of the Club: 

• Daniel Giansiracusa as Assistant Coach; 

• Josh Mahoney as General Manager Football; and 

• Nik Cox, the Club’s top draft pick from the 2020 National Draft (pick 8). 
 
CLOSURE 
 
There being no further business, PB declared the meeting closed at 8 pm. 

 
 

Signed as a true and correct record 
 

 

President 

 

On this _________________day of ___________________________________2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


